
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agape Love: The Mark Of 
Christian Relationships 

Agape love is one of four specific kinds of love  
described in the Bible. It changes the way we  

understand God and transforms our relationships 
with others.  

 
https://www.lwf.org/keys-to-healthy-relationships/agape-love-

christian-relationships 
  
 

When you think of love, what comes to 
mind? 
Maybe you think of romantic love, like that be-
tween a man and a woman. This is the kind of 
love our culture is obsessed with, with millions of 
books and songs and movies dedicated to the sub-
ject. 
 
Or maybe you think about the love a parent has 
for a child. There are few things sweeter than deep 

parental love. Or maybe you picture the 
love that exists between two very close 
friends. 
 
In the Bible, we find another type of love 
that we don’t often think about: agape 
love. 
 
When we understand the meaning of agape 
love, it changes the way we understand 
God and transforms our relationships with 
others. 
 
 

What Is Agape Love? 
“Agape” is one of four Greek words for 
love found in the New Testament that is 
usually translated as “love”. Like every 
word, it has different meanings depending 
on the context it’s used. Sometimes it’s 
used to describe ordinary, human love. 
 
For example, in Matthew 5:43, Jesus 
said, “You have heard that it was said, 
‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’” 
 
In this instance, Jesus is using the word 
“agape” to describe worldly love that is 
only given to people you like. There is 
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nothing extraordinary about the love Jesus is 
describing here. No one is shocked if you love 
those you like and hate your enemies. 
 
In other cases, however, the Bible uses 
“agape” to describe a very different, supernat-
ural kind of love. In Romans 5:8 we read, “But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” Here, “agape” is used to describe the na-
ture of God’s love toward us. It is a sacrificial, 
self-giving love. It is love that pursued our 
good at God’s expense. It is undeserved love 
poured out on sinners. 
 
Notice that God’s love is not dependent on the 
recipient. He poured out His abundant love on 
us even when we were still sinners. He didn’t 
wait for us to get our lives together. He didn’t 
tell us to get cleaned up first. No, He sacrificial-
ly loved us even when we had absolutely noth-
ing to offer Him. 
 
God’s love is completely different than the 
world’s love. The world says, “I’ll love you if 
you are worth loving.” God says, “I love you 
even when you’re at your worst.” The world 
says, “I’ll love you if you love me.” God says, 
“I love you unconditionally.” 
 
We are called to give the same “agape” love to 
others. God’s amazing love has been given to 
us, and we have the privilege of giving that 
love to others. In fact, love is supposed to be 
the defining characteristic of Christian relation-
ships. In John 13:35, Jesus said to His disci-
ples, “By this all will know that you are My dis-
ciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
When we sacrificially love others, we are show-
ing the watching world what God is like. This is 
why love is so very important for Christians. 
When people look at our lives, they should see 

God. 
 
What does it look like when we show “agape” 
love to other Christians? In 1 Corinthians 13:4-
7, we read the following: 
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not en-
vy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, 
is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice 
in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, en-
dures all things. 
 
These verses help us understand what Christ-
like love actually looks like. Speaking about 
these verses, pastor Adrian Rogers says that our 
love should be: 

 Steadfast 
 Serving 
 Sincere 
 Self-effacing 
 Self-restraining 
 Self-denying 
 Serene 
 Sacrificial 
 Sympathetic 
 Suffering 

 
Notice that “agape” love isn’t primarily a feel-
ing. Feelings are unreliable, often coming and 
going very quickly. Christ-like love is primarily 
an action. Yes, feelings are certainly involved, 
but they are not the foundation. The foundation 
of true love is a commitment to the good of the 
other person. 
 
If you build your relationships on feelings, they 
won’t survive over the long run. Feelings aren’t 
enough to keep you going when things get diffi-
cult. A stronger, much more sure foundation is 
needed. 
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At the 2025 Annual Church Meeting, a 
couple of vacancies were announced dur-
ing the Permanent Organization Commit-
tee report: 
 Church Clerk 
 House Committee Chair 

 
If you are interested in assisting SJBC by filling these vacancies, please see 
Mrs. Mary Ann Corpal-Clay, Chair of the Permanent Organization Committee. 

Help Needed!!! 
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Who am I? 

For bragging rights, a small token, and your picture in the 

Newsletter,  name the club described below.  If a tie, everyone 

wins!!!   

Entries are due at the end of services on the 3rd Sunday. 

 Organized in 1953, the same year St. John moved in 640 Vance.  

 

 First meeting held at the home of  the late Rev. & Mrs. A. McEwen Williams. 

 

 3 Main purposes: 

 To render helpful services 

 To enlist members’ 

 To encourage spiritual/cultural development of young people 

 

 Club Colors: Red & White 

 

 Flower: Carnation 
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Men’s Month 2026 
February, at St. John Baptist Church, is 

Men’s Month and the 4th Sunday is Men’s 

Day!!!  It’s a month and a day when the Men 

of SJBC are celebrated. 

This year’s Chair is Deacon Eddie Bailey, 

Co-Chair is Deacon Lindsey Day and the 

guest speaker is Pastor Stephen Chitman of 

Second St John Missionary Baptist Church 

Incorporated, West Memphis, Ark.  The 

theme for Men’s Day 2026 is “New Direc-

tions,” Proverbs 3: 5-6. 

Activities: 

• 11:00 am Service 

Saturday, 15th  @ 11:00 AM  
Stan Bell, Guest Speaker 

• Men’s Month Fellowship Breakfast  

Saturday, 21st  @ 9:00 AM  
The Farms @ Bailey Station—Collierville 
Cost: $10.00 plus tip 
Please RSVP @ 901 351-9684 

 

 

 

• Men’s Day 

Sunday, February 22nd @ 11:00 AM  
Worship Service followed by a lite recep-
tion 

  

      

 Financial Goal: 

At least, $200 per member  (man, woman or 

child) or whatever you can afford. 

 



Examples of Agape Love 
The greatest example of “agape” love is, of 
course, God’s love for us. God could have 
simply told us that He loves us and that would 
be enough. He’s God, after all. If He says it, 
it’s true. 
 
But God proved His love for us by sending Je-
sus to save us from our sins. God took decisive 
action to show the height, depth, and breadth of 
His love. 
 
In John 3:16 it famously says, 

“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoev-
er believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” 

 
It cost God a great deal to save us from our 
sins. He gave up His precious, beloved, only 
begotten Son so that we could have everlasting 
life. It’s one thing to say that you love a per-
son. It’s 
something 
else alto-
gether to 
sacrifice 
something 
you deeply 
love for 
them. 
The hymn 
“How Deep 

The Father’s Love For Us” says:  
"How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure" 
 

We cannot doubt the love of God. The cross 
demonstrates beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
we are deeply, incredibly loved by God. 
 
1 John 3:16 puts it this way: 

“By this we know love, because He laid 
down His life for us. And we also ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
 

The early church was committed to showing 
the world the incredible love of God that they 
had received. They cared for orphans and wid-
ows when no one else would. They gave to the 
poor when the rest of society rejected the im-
poverished. The sick were healed and the lame 
were made to walk. 
 
The world couldn’t ignore this kind of love. In 
the face of intense opposition, Christianity 
spread to all corners of the world. Nothing can 

stand be-
fore the 
unstop-
pable 
love of 
God. 

From Page 2 Food 
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IRS Tax Season 2026 Is 
Here: Big Changes to Know 

Before You File  
 

Due to several major tax rule changes, your 
2025 return might feel unfamiliar even if your 

income looks the same.  
 

https://www.kiplinger.com/taxes/big-tax-changes-to-know-before-you-file  

You may have heard that the 2026 tax season, which 
officially began January 26, is the first to be impacted 
by President Donald Trump’s 2025 tax law, known by 
some as the "big, beautiful bill." 

New tax changes, from revamped credits and one less 
free filing option to updated 1099‑K rules and new 
schedules for special breaks, could affect whether you 
owe money or get a tax refund, and how quickly the 
IRS processes your return. 

On that note, the IRS is still implementing the changes 
and updating systems amid budget and staffing pres-
sures. So be prepared this filing season for longer wait 
times for phone assistance and potentially slower reso-
lution if your return needs extra review. 

The standard deduction for  
2025 taxes is bigger 

The 2025 Trump tax bill, signed into law on July 4, 
2025, makes the lower individual tax brackets from the 
2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA, from Trump's first 
term as president) permanent. That means the seven 
federal income tax rates remain and range from 10% to 
37%. 

But for 2025 returns you'll file this tax season, 
the standard deduction increased to about $15,750 for 
single filers, $31,500 for married couples filing jointly, 
and $23,625 for heads of household. 

The SALT deduction cap has  
increased — for now 

Speaking of the state and local tax deduction, the "big 

beautiful bill" raises the SALT cap from $10,000 to 
$40,000 for 2025 returns. 

The cap will increase by 1% annually through 2029. 
Phase‑outs begin for households with modified adjusted 
gross income (MAGI) over $500,000. 

Note: This expansion is temporary. After 2029, the 
SALT deduction cap is scheduled to revert to $10,000. 

The higher cap will likely have the most significant im-
pact on joint filers with high property‑tax bills in 
high‑cost housing markets. For many in that group, 
itemizing could now result in a bigger deduction than 
claiming the standard deduction. 

Child tax credit amount and rules  
have changed 

Taxpayers with children see a modestly higher feder-
al child tax credit (CTC) for 2025, along with some eli-
gibility rule changes. 

• For 2025 returns, the maximum child tax credit is 
$2,200 per qualifying child under age 17. That's up 
$200 from last year and is subject to income limits. 

• Up to about $1,700 of the credit can be refundable 
for eligible lower‑income families through the addi-
tional child tax credit, depending on earned income 
and other requirements. 

Income‑based phase‑outs still apply. For most single 
filers, the CTC begins to phase out when MAGI ex-
ceeds $200,000. For most married couples filing jointly, 
it begins to phase out at $400,000, with the credit 
shrinking as income rises above those thresholds. 

Co‑parents should coordinate which parent will claim 

Please see Money Page 8 
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each child for the year to avoid duplicate claims and 
processing delays.  

Older adults over age 65 get a 'senior'  
bonus deduction 

Beginning with the 2025 tax year and running 
through 2028, individuals age 65 and older may claim 
an additional $6,000 deduction on top of their stand-
ard or itemized deduction, subject to certain condi-
tions. 

This “senior bonus” deduction phase-out starts at 
modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) of $75,000 
for singles (and $150,000 for joint filers), and disap-
pears once income exceeds $175,000 (single) or 
$250,000 (joint). 

The deduction requires a Social Security number val-
id for work and is not available to those filing as mar-
ried filing separately. 

There are several new deductions and a 
Schedule 1‑A 

The 2025 Trump tax bill also introduces several new 
“above‑the‑line” deductions and organizes them on 
redesigned schedules. 

A revamped Schedule 1 now works with a 
new Schedule 1‑A to capture adjustments to income 
created by the new tax law. That includes the new 
car‑loan interest deduction and targeted tax relief for 
qualified tip income and overtime pay. 

• For 2025 through 2028, individuals may deduct 
interest paid on a loan used to purchase a 
“qualified vehicle,” subject to a $10,000 annual 
cap and strict requirements, including final assem-
bly in the United States and other eligibility rules. 

• This deduction is treated as an adjustment to in-
come, meaning eligible borrowers can benefit 
even if they don't itemize. 

In addition, workers can claim new deductions for 
certain earnings: up to $25,000 of qualified tip in-
come (subject to income phaseouts and specific occu-
pation eligibility) and up to $12,500 of overtime 
pay for single filers ($25,000 fo joint filers), subject 

to income limits and qualifying work definitions. 

These overtime pay and tip income amounts are gen-
erally claimed through the new schedules rather than 
directly on Form 1040, and they depend on accurate 
employer reporting of wages and tip income. 

IRS Direct File is gone for 2026 
After piloting a free Direct File tool in limited states 
for the past two filing seasons, the IRS is not offering 
Direct File for the 2026 tax season. 

Taxpayers seeking free filing options must instead 
rely on IRS Free File (if eligible), commercial soft-
ware (some exceptions may mean filing isn't free), 
volunteer tax‑prep programs such as VITA and Tax 
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE), or paper forms 
(IRS Free Fillable Forms) to file 2025 federal tax re-
turns. 

2026 tax season changes: How to get ready 
before you file taxes 

Given this mix of higher and new deductions, new 
schedules, and reworked rules, it makes sense to treat 
this filing season as more of a reevaluation rather than 
an automatic replay of last year. 

• Check your withholding or estimated tax pay-
ments against the new tax brackets and deduc-
tions, gather any 1099‑K and new‑account forms, 
and confirm that you're eligible to use your de-
sired filing method. 

• As mentioned, because the IRS is rolling out these 
changes while managing budget and staffing cuts, 
taxpayers should anticipate longer phone wait 
times and slower processing for returns that need 
human review. 

The IRS advises not waiting until the last minute to 
file, responding promptly to legitimate IRS letters 
(beware of tax scams), and using online tools where 
possible can also help reduce friction and improve 
the odds of a timely refund, if you're due one. 

 

For more information and links to more explanations, 
please visit https://www.kiplinger.com/taxes/big-tax-
changes-to-know-before-you-file  

From Page 7 Money 
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Please see Facts Page 10 

High Jump at the 1948 Olympic Games  
in London 

Major General Frederick Davison, the country's 

first black Field Brigade Commander, officiating at an 

awards ceremony at Fire Base ''Stephanie.'' Spring-

Summer 1969. 

Malvin “Mal” Goode hired by ABC Television, in 

1962, as their first Black network news  

correspondent. 
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From Page 8 Facts 

Lt. Commander John W. Lee Jr. was the first Black 

commissioned Navy officer, achieving the historic feat on 

this day in 1947. The late Navy man made it his personal 

mission to aid other qualified Black servicemen in his 

branch to get the same opportunities he did. 

Dr. Selma Hortense Burke was an American 

sculptor and a member of the Harlem Renaissance 

movement. She made magnificent moves as a Black 

woman in an era where women—especially those of 

color—didn’t have many opportunities. In fact, what 

Dr. Burke is best known for, a bas relief portrait of 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt that inspired the pro-

file found on the obverse of the dime, wasn’t always 

credited to her. The initials “JS” situated on the small 

coin are the initials of former U.S. Mint’s Chief Engrav-

er, John Sinnock, who took undue credit for the de-

sign. In a 1994 interview with journalist Steven Litt, Dr. 

Burke said, “This has happened to so many black 

people,” adding, “I have never stopped fighting this 

man and have never had anyone who cared enough 

to give me credit.”  
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The Newsletter is published by the Newsletter staff of St. John Baptist Church, 640 Vance Avenue, Memphis, TN 38126, 
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The Newsletter assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions in the content of this publication. The information contained in 

this publication provided on an "as is" basis with no guarantees of completeness, accuracy, usefulness or timeliness. 

P12 SJBC Newsletter     February 2026 


