
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lessons from new beginnings in 
the Bible  

 
https://thefaithspace.com/new-beginnings-in-the-bible/ 

 

As a new school year begins, so does opportuni-
ties to learn from new beginnings in the Bible…. 

 
Examples of new beginnings in the Bible are plen-
ty. From start to finish, the Scriptures tell us sto-
ries of real people with real issues. 
 
We can learn a great deal from them about what 
to do when God gives you a new beginning. 
 
Studying the stories of new beginnings in the Bi-

ble is one of the best ways to get ideas on 
how to move forward with God.  
 

When God gives you a new beginning, 
give yourself a new start too 

 
The first lesson about new beginnings in 
the Bible comes from the life of David. 
 
David is popular in the Scriptures for being 
a man after God’s heart. But his life wasn’t 
all peaches just because God thought this 
way about him. 
 
David was a warrior. An extraordinary one 
too. The number of men he slaughtered in 
battle disqualified him from building the 
temple God desired for Israel to build.  
 
David was also a womanizer. He stole an-
other man’s wife (Bathsheba), forced him-
self on her, got her pregnant and then 
tried to pin the pregnancy on her hus-
band. 
 
When that wouldn’t work, he concocted a 
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plan to have Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, mur-
dered. 
 
Then he married the woman to try and cover 
his tracks. I tell you, the Bible has all the soap 
opera you will ever need. 
 
But despite all that and more, David was never 
afraid to start over with God. 
 
Each time he began afresh, he would repent 
and pray. Then he would walk away in free-
dom. 
 
David didn’t seem to walk around being bur-
dened by guilt. 
 
The Lord has dealt with me according to my 
righteousness; according to the cleanness of 
my hands he has rewarded me. For I have kept 
the ways of the Lord; I am not guilty of turning 
from my God. All his laws are before me; I have 
not turned away from his decrees. I have been 
blameless before him  and have kept myself 
from sin. The Lord has rewarded me according 
to my righteousness, according to my cleanness 
in his sight. 
 
God sees you as a brand new person once 
you’ve made the decision to start over. 
 
It’s kind of like you moving to a whole new 
country where nobody knows you or anything 
about you. 
 
Once you’ve turned a new leaf with God, don’t 
walk in guilt and fear. God has your back. 

Walk in confidence that God does not hold 
your past against you. If God has given you a 
second chance, you should probably give your-
self one too. 
 
You don’t have the right to judge yourself. 
 
If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows every-
thing. 1 John 3:20 
 
When God gives you a new beginning, forget 
about those who will not give you a second 

chance 
 
The second lesson about new beginnings in the 
Bible comes from the life of the apostle Paul. 
 
It was no secret. He might have changed his 
name but people already knew his resume. 
 
The apostle Paul was known for the persecu-
tion of those who believed in Jesus.  
 
He traveled far and wide to do this work. He 
held the clothes of those who stoned to death 
the early Jesus-believers . The very mention of 
his name made people shiver. 
 
But now he was claiming to be a Jesus-believer 
himself. He became what he was trying to kill. 
His was an overnight conversion it appeared. 
He has one of the most profound stories of 
new beginnings in the Bible. 
 
In fact, his story was quite unbelievable. No-
body believed that he wanted to preach about 
the same Jesus whom he did not believe in a 
few days ago.  
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Congratulations to… 
...Jihan Shaw!!!   Jihan spent her summer break in 

Memphis attending the Young Actors Guild Performing Arts 
Camp. This year's theme was "Colors of 
Soul."  The culminating show was held 
on July 19th at The Cannon Center.  
One of 176 performers, Jihan and cast-
mates did an excellent job. 

 

Jihan has enjoyed her summer, and will 
be heading  
to Dallas, 
Texas, on 
August 9th.  

 

Let us all 
pray for her 
as she pre-
pares for 
middle 
school as a 
6th grader.  

 

Jihan is the 
great-niece 
of Juanita 
Robinson.  
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Nobody would accept the new Paul. Nobody 
would allow him the opportunity to show he 
deserved a new start. They held up his past 
sins before, unwilling to let him forget who he 
once was. 
 
This new purpose for his life was in limbo. For 
him to accomplish it, he had to ignore those 
who didn’t believe he had been converted. In 
fact, he kind of told them off. 
 
13 For you have heard of my previous way of 
life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the 
church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own 
age among my people and was extremely zeal-
ous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But 
when God, who set me apart from my moth-
er’s womb and called me by his grace, was 
pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I 
might preach him among the Gentiles, my im-
mediate response was not to consult any hu-
man being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to 
see those who were apostles before I was, but 
I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damas-
cus. (Galatians 1:13-17, NIV) 
 
If you find yourself in a situation like Paul’s, 
move on with your life. Don’t live in the past 
just because others keep reminding you of it. 
 
When they come wanting to talk, let them 
know politely that you appreciate them shar-
ing but you no longer live in that place there-
fore you genuinely do not have the time or 
space to entertain them. 
 

When God gives you a new beginning, accept 
God’s forgiveness and gifts 

 
This next lesson about new beginnings in the 
Bible comes from what is maybe the most 
popular parable in Scripture. 
 
Jesus tells a parable about a father and his two 
sons. One day his younger son asks him for his 
share of the inheritance. He couldn’t wait until 
his father was dead. He wanted it now. 
 
His dad handed over what was his and he 
went off to live a wild life. Soon after, all his 
money dried up. 
 
All his friends left him. Then a famine broke 
out and he was starving. Just when he was 
about to eat the food of pigs he was hired to 
feed, he realized that he had a choice.  
 
He didn’t have to live the way he was living. 
 
His father’s servants had so much luxury. Why 
couldn’t he at least benefit from that. He de-
cided to return home and ask his father to al-
low him to be a slave in his house.  
 
But when he returned home, he got a shock-
ing welcome. Not only was his father over-
joyed to see him but, immediately, his father 
threw a feast of epic proportions and had him 
robed like a king. His brother wasn’t happy 
and expressed that he did not deserve it. 
 
God treats you the same way when he gives 
you a new start. He restores you completely. 
All that you have lost he gives back to you. The 
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question is: do you accept it? 
 
You see, there is this thing called imposter syn-
drome. It’s when you feel like you don’t de-
serve all the blessings you have received in re-
turn for all the work you’ve done or the deci-
sions you have made. 
 
This son wanted to decrease his value in his fa-
ther’s sight but his father never saw him that 
way.  
 
Here he was ready to live beneath his privilege. 
Ready to be a slave to his past. Ready to live 
the rest of his life under judgment. His father 
wouldn’t have it. He gave him a brand new be-
ginning, celebrating the fact that he had come 
to his senses. 
 
You deserve the blessing of that new job, your 
successful business, that promotion, that schol-
arship, that grant, that husband, those chil-
dren, that new car, the degree, that house. 
 
People will try to make you feel like you don’t 
deserve it or like you don’t belong. What they 
think shouldn’t concern you. 
 
Whatever it is, you belong to the blessing be-
cause God doesn’t hold your mistakes or hum-
ble beginnings against you. So own them. They 
are yours to enjoy. 
 

When God gives you a new beginning, grab 
your new start with both hands 

 

New beginnings in the Bible sometimes applies 
to entire families and communities or whole 
nations! This next lesson about starting over 
comes from the Israelites. 
 
For hundreds of years God promised to release 
the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage. 
Moses was born to fulfill that purpose. 
 
When the time had come, God released them 
in a dramatic showdown which culminated at 
the Red Sea.  
 
Now it was time for them to claim and occupy 
the promised land which God said would be 
flowing with milk and honey. 
 
In other words, it was a place in which they 
could live in complete freedom, they would 
have more than they needed to live on and eat 
from. 
 
Yet, when they got there, look at what hap-
pened: 
 
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses 
and said, “We should go up and take posses-
sion of the land, for we can certainly do it. But 
the men who had gone up with him said, “We 
can’t attack those people; they are stronger 
than we are.” And they spread among the Isra-
elites a bad report about the land they had ex-
plored. They said, “The land we explored de-
vours those living in it. All the people we saw 
there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim 
there (the descendants of Anak come from the 
Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our 
own eyes, and we looked the same to    
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them.” (Numbers 13:30-33) 
 
This particular story about new beginnings in 
the Bible has so many practical applications. 
God had all but given them the land on a silver 
platter. Even though they had to fight, the vic-
tory was already theirs before the first sword 
was drawn. 
 
But they allowed fear and negative thinking to 
take over. 
 
Because of their attitude, God told them to 
turn back and go to the dessert. This is how 
they ended up in the wilderness for 40 years, 
walking around in circles! 
 
It had taken them two weeks to get to Canaan 
but it took them 4 decades to enter! 
When God gives you an opportunity to start a 
new life, grasped it with all you have in you. 
Hold on to it with confidence. Don’t allow the 

appearance of the situation to frighten you 
away from your blessings. 
 
Otherwise, it might take you longer to accom-
plish what God has set out to do for you and in 
you. Lots of wasted years. 
 
You will have to work hard and fight just like 
the Israelites eventually had to do. But you are 
not alone. The blessing of your new beginning 
is beyond the battle. God promises his comfort 
for hard times and his victory for your battles. 
 
you to move forward. That’s it. Someone said 
you should never waste your time looking back 
because that’s not the direction you’re moving 
towards. They were right. 
 
Your old life is gone and new has come. God 
says you are new. And that’s all you need to 
know. 
 

For more lessons, please see 
https://thefaithspace.com/new-beginnings-in-the-

bible/ 
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Congratulations to… 
...Yvette Cobb, Garnett Gray and 
Vanessa Gray !!!    Mrs. Cobb and Mrs. 

G. Gray were participants in the West Ten-
nessee Baptist, Mis-
sionary and Education 
Association Choir that 
performed at the Annu-
al Musical kicking off a 
week of learning at the 
141st Annual Session.  
Mrs. V. Gray, Associa-
tion Secretary, along 
with members of the 

Association choir were presented with Certifi-
cates of Appreciation by Mrs. Anna Waters, 
Program Coordinator. 
 
 

June was Youth Month, at 

St. John.  While our 

Youth numbers are small, 

let’s show our support by 

contributing $50 for the 

Youth of St. John!!! 

St. John, your 

House Committee is in 

need of Volunteers!!!  

If you would like to 

join the House Committee, please see 

Trustee Chair Alisa G Petty. 
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